
Islamic Monotheism (Tawheed) 

Allah is the One and Only. We say that. We believe that. He has no 

partners. 

 

“Say: He is Allah, One.” Quran, Chapter 112, Verse 1. 

This is the most important part of Islamic doctrine. Muslims must believe in the “oneness” of 

Allah (God). Any deviation from this is falsehood. 

Generally speaking, this belief is called monotheism. Monotheism, in general, is different from 

polytheism because the former professes belief in one deity, while the latter professes belief in 

many. 

In Islam, this monotheism is called Tawheed. But it is more specific than the general definition 

of monotheism as given above. So I will differentiate the Islamic concept of monotheism 

(Tawheed) from general monotheism, by calling it “Islamic Monotheism.”  

Alternatively, I may also use the term Tawheed, which represents Islamic monotheism. 

Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism) does not just mean belief in one deity. It specifies that this one 

deity is Allah (God), the creator of universe and all that it holds. 

A person may be monotheistic, but their sole deity could be the sun or the moon. Tawheed 

rejects this form of monotheism and actually labels it as “Shirk,” or polytheism. 

To say that “Allah is one” is to say that the deity we worship is the One who has created all that 

exists. This would include the sun and any other being in existence, except Allah Himself. 

Therefore, Tawheed means that we worship Allah and that we do not give Him any partners. He 

is one, and alone. 

We do not accept a pantheon of gods. We do not accept that there are many gods and Allah is 

the greatest of them all. We do not accept that any created being is Allah incarnate or Allah in 

the flesh, or Allah on earth or anything like that. 



To say that the Allah has a partner and that partner is Jesus (peace be upon him) is incorrect 

and violates Tawheed. This is because Jesus was created and as stated above, we do not 

worship the creation. 

To say that Allah has a partner and that partner is Muhammad (peace be upon him) is just as 

wrong. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was also created. We do not worship him 

either and anyone who does so violates Tawheed. 

To say that Allah has a partner and that partner is an idol or a holy man or a priest who carries 

our prayers and questions to Him is wrong. This is because we would have to focus our worship 

on that created being (the holy man, idol, or priest) and worship him or it instead of 

worshipping Allah. We would be sharing our worship with someone else besides Allah, and that 

someone else is a created thing and once again, we do not worship the creation. 

 

 

  



There is nothing like Allah. 

 

“There is absolutely nothing like Him.” Quran, Chapter 42, verse 11. 

We cannot compare anything to Allah.  

It is the nature of mankind to understand everything around him. He has a natural curiosity to 

understand that which mystifies him. This is a beautiful gift and we would never advance 

beyond the cradle if we were not so curious. 

Likewise, we also try to understand God. And to help us in understanding God, mankind has 

fallen into the error of putting a face on God. Throughout human history, we have always tried 

to describe God’s features according to our understanding of the universe around us. 

But the problem is, we tend to limit God’s appearance to what we know. And our arrogance has 

also led us to give Allah features similar to our own. We even make sure that God has the same 

ethnicity that we have. 

Which is why when you see European paintings of God, they depict a Caucasian man. 

And when you see African carvings of God (or some other deity), you will see African features. 

And Hindu pictures of their deities always show them with Indian features. 

And Chinese statues of Buddha have Oriental features. 

This is the fallacy of mankind’s desire to understand God. When we create our own gods, we 

make them in our own image.  

But the Quran stresses that there is nothing like Allah. Therefore, we cannot imagine or depict 

Allah’s physical features. 

Despite man’s enormous curiosity, his knowledge is limited. Even the most intelligent, most 

educated, most well-read human is ignorant of many things. Our limited knowledge cannot 

begin to understand the true nature of Allah. We should never try to imagine what His features 

are. 

For if we try, we will always fall back on what we know. We will always ascribe something to 

Allah based on our limited knowledge. We have no other choice because that is all we know. 



And that is why as Muslims, we must avoid doing such things. We cannot give Allah features 

that He has not given Himself. And the features that He has ascribed for Himself, we cannot 

describe them or give them a physical embodiment. Any attempt to do so will necessitate we 

use that which we already know and will limit God to our own limited understanding. 

At the same time, we cannot deny those attributes that Allah has given Himself. Doing so would 

be saying that He lied which is blasphemous.  

We must accept Allah’s attributes and features as existing. But we must not go so far as to give 

them a description or comparison. 

So, when Allah says He has hands, we must accept that is true. But we do not describe His 

hands by saying that He has five fingers, skin, nails, hair, a thumb, so forth and so on. And we 

must also refrain from trying to visualize His hands in our minds. Because when we do so, we 

will always picture a human hand and that is comparing Allah to His creation. 

When He says He has a face, we accept that as the truth. But we do not describe it or compare 

it to anything else. We simply state that it is true and leave it at that. 

 


